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Tobacco Blues, 2000
Color spitbite and sugarlift aquatint
with softground, hardground, drypoint,
photogravure, and chine collé
Somerset soft white paper
Image size 42" x 33"
Paper size 50" x 40"
Edition of 30

By the River, 2000 
Color spitbite and sugarlift aquatint 
with softground, hardground, drypoint,
photogravure, and chine collé
Somerset soft white paper
Image size 33" x 42"
Paper size 40-1/2" x 49"
Edition of 30

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  N E W  R E L E A S E  F RO M  P A UL S O N P R E S S

Paulson Press in Berkeley, California is pleased to announce the release of
two new intaglio editions by Atlanta artist Radcliffe Bailey. These print editions
will be available for release in May 2000.

In his most recent project at the Paulson Press studio, Radcliffe Bailey
created two large-scale and technically impressive prints that each contain up
to 13 plates which are printed in a diptych format on a single piece of rag
printing paper. The familiar vibrancy of colors and layers of imagery are built
up from a variety of etching techniques, including chine colle, photogravure
and drypoint. 

A central photographic image pulls the powerful elements of his assemblage
compositional style into a unified whole while weaving together inspirational
material from traditional African American cultures. 

In the new series, Bailey references vintage landscape photography rather
than the familiar family portraits which have appeared in his previous paintings
and works on paper. By the River features a photo of the Mississippi River
which dates back to the early 20th century. The symbolic power of the river as
an image comes not only from its unique history, but also from its relationship
to the people and commerce of the South. Rivers have a unique power to
connect us to a history that we may not have experienced first-hand. Tree
branches and leaves wind through rich colors of gold, vermilion green and
earthy browns, as a reminder of our links to “kindred spirits” from our ancestral
past.

The familial references continue in Tobacco Blues, where Bailey focuses on a
photograph of a crop of tobacco plants from a farm that his grandfather owned
in Virginia. The deep indigo and ultramarine blues that dominate this print are
broken up by the browns of gracefully arching vines and branches. As if
mapping or tracing a spiritual and physical path into the past, he also includes
hardground renderings and drawings of houses and cabins that reference his
interest in the history of African American architecture before and after the Civil
War. Much of the text that appears in this print comes directly from
contemporary African-American poetry which challenges us not to think in
narrow terms but to remain open to the universal ideas that bind us to each
other.

For Bailey, his art is a mystical blending of cultural ancestry and personal
spiritualism, both of which hold the power of healing and transcendence. His
work also explores the improvisational and ritual elements that relate painting
and music. He often draws comparisons for his processes to that of a jazz
musician s search for a certain sound, riff, or rhythm through the acts of
improvisation. With his vital and vibrant work, he transcends the trials and
tribulations of the past by honoring it with a beauty that echoes life s
soulfulness and regeneration. The new work conveys a strong sense of place,
both physically and culturally, along with evoking an idea of a future that is
based on what has come before. 

Radcliffe Bailey s works are held in numerous public and private collections
throughout the United States such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New
York, the Chicago Art Institute, the Denver Art Museum, and the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, DC. His work has also been exhibited at many
national art institutions including the High Museum of Art in Atlanta, the
Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art in Connecticut, and at the Studio
Museum, Harlem. Bailey is represented in New York by the Jack Shainman
Gallery.

For more information about these prints, please contact Paulson Press at (510)
559-2088. Prices and availability are subject to change without notice.




