
 

 

A  N E W  R E L E A S E  F RO M  P A UL S O N P R E S S

Paulson Press in Berkeley, California is pleased to announce the release of
four new intaglio editions by Bay Area painter Deborah Oropallo. These print
editions will be available for release in March 2000.

In her second project at the Paulson Press print studio, Oropallo chose new
objects from her recent series of paintings, as well as images that have
recurred in her paintings in varying contexts over the years. She continues to
appropriate images from everyday life, creating what critic John Brunetti calls,
“evocative symbols of the innocence of youth and the security of home.” In a
recent article for the New Art Examiner, he goes on to say, “Oropallo s
silkscreen technique emphasizes the numbing anonymity of commercial
reproduction synthesized into hypnotic abstraction.”

The new prints refer specifically to suburban home life, both in the present-day
and also harking back to childhood memories. Oropallo looks for the moment
of recognition that occurs when objects are removed from their everyday use or
existence. When brought into her studio, these ordinary objects such as ropes,
banisters, and greenery, produce spontaneous associations that create their
own compositions. She repeats these objects over and over in mesmerizing
patterns, drawing with the images to build an overall composition from singular
objects.

This mix of playfulness and formality is seen in the prints Post Central and
Post Rank, where Oropallo uses a chorus of ascending and descending
banister posts. She not only references other formal styles such as stripe or
pattern paintings, but also makes a commentary on the hierarchy or “rank” of
colors she has chosen. Post Central plays with varying degrees of a neutral
color palette while Post Rank features a colorful range of reds, blues and
greens. 

Trace has several overlapping ovals containing lush greenery and patterns
reminiscent of enlarged screen mesh. The leaf imagery was taken from ivy
growing in the artist s own backyard, and when combined with the screening,
captures a single, revelatory moment from a suburban backyard scene, as
seen through an opening in an ordinary screen door.

In reaching back to familiar imagery, Oropallo recasts some objects in a new
light. Recoil features a red and white, coiled rope to signify a clothesline, while
earlier references may have brought up ideas of survival and rescue. The
continual return to its starting point reminds us of the cycles of life and the
layers of lives that add to it.

Deborah Oropallo lives and works in Berkeley, California. Her work is in many
private and public collections including the San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art; the Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; the Fine Arts Museums
of San Francisco; the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Milwaukee Art Museum;
and the Berkeley Art Museum. A traveling exhibition of her work is currently
being organized by the San Jose Museum of Art, who will debut the show in
2002. Her recent exhibitions include a solo show at Steven Wirtz Gallery in
San Francisco and participation in a sweeping exhibition, Museum Pieces, at
the M.H. deYoung Museum of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco. In
May 2000, she will be showing new paintings and prints at James Harris
Gallery in Seattle, WA.

For more information about the new prints by Deborah Oropallo, please contact
Paulson Press at (510) 559-2088. Prices and availability subject to change
without notice.
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Post Central, 1999
Color aquatint etching with softground
Somerset white paper
Image size 36" x 27"
Paper size 46" x 36"
Edition of 35

Post Rank, 1999 
Color aquatint etching with softground
Somerset soft white paper
Image size 36" x 27"
Paper size 46" x 36"
Edition of 35

Trace, 1999
Color aquatint etching with softground
Somerset white paper
Image size 28" x 26"
Paper size 38" x 35"
Edition of 35

Recoil, 1999
Color aquatint etching with softground
Somerset white paper
Image size 28" x 26"
Paper size 38" x 35"
Edition of 35

 

 

 


