
SHAUN O’DELL

I
t’s been five years since Shaun 
O’Dell visited Paulson Bott 
Press.  He is an artist who works 
in several forms, performing jazz, 

creating videos, building environments, 
and painting. Each form feeds the 
others. With these new prints, he is 
telling different stories, moving away 
from a recognizable narrative into 
more abstraction. 

10.01.10

Paulson Bott Press: The recognizable 
imagery, like the pilgrims and the 
sun, seems to be receding in these new 
prints.

Shaun O’Dell: I was looking back at 
American history and trying to figure 
out truthfully what’s been happening. 
Over the years, I worked chronologically 
and added my own narrative, 
reinterpreting things that made it more 
metaphorical.

I was interested in the narrative that 
takes on a figurative form. Formally, 
everything was pretty representational.  
The more I learned about all these 
things, the more I became interested in 
the abstractions. And I was also coming 
from a musical background. The whole 
process that I learned playing free jazz—
it’s about a structure that is improvised.

Q: This is a more improvisational 
visual ideal?
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